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fold, of lords in disguise, baronets and 
gentlemen of immense fortunes, who 
throw themselves at first sight at 
their fair mistresses' feei, who have 
only peerless beauty to boast of; 
they condescend to step into real lite, 
and marry perhaps a tallow chandUr 
like your Julia. 

1 ask how are these women quali- 
fied to make useful wives for men in 
the middle classes of life; suiely not 
by being able to play a few airs on 
the piano, foite, or turning over the 
lea,ves of a hbraiy novel. How useful 
nvght a prudent gill make herself who 
is manned to a tradesman, by baying 
such a knoiw-ledge of arithmetic as to 
assist him in bis accounts, and by 
superintending hev family, and instruct- 
ing her children in usetul knowledge, 
B.ut this wouldrbe fine lady, instead 
©t these employments is. occupied tn 
the important dunes of dress, and visit- 
ing, and recurumj to the beloved tales 
of imagination, which custom has made 
almost a;S necessity to her as her 
djily food, orshoukl she condescend to 
aopear in the shop and attwd to its 
busmess she w di eased in the extra- 
vagance of fashion. If we loin to a' 
country life, how respectable a cha- 
racter would the wife of a faimer or 
bleacher appear to us, who msiead of 
tnese flimsy accomplishments, had 
learned to be economical and domestic, 
and whose mind was reasonably im- 
proved by instructive books. 

f do not mean that she should offi- 
ciate as a cook, or that she should edu- 
cate her daughleis like Lady Bustle 
in the 51st number ot the Karabler, 
though by these she should serve her 
husband and her daughters, while by 
a conliary conduct she wastes his 
substance, and impaus her children's 
mind and virtue. 

'ihis knowledge is not carried to 
excess in our days, though we have 
our new, woiks on domestic cookery; 
in Ireland parfcularly, the ignorance 
in which g'rts ot all ranks aie allowed 
to remain ot domestic affairs, and such 
as aie more paaiculai'ly in the pio- 
vi, ice of a female is highly repie- 
hensible. In whatever situation a girl 
is p{aced it will be no disservice to 
her to know how to give directions to 
hei hou,thold, and if things, aie done 
aim$ to s,how that »he knows "how 



to find fault ;" this a girl can only be 
taught at home where practice and 
precept may jointly assist each other, 
and this brings me to an impoitant and 
final reina.k, that the education of 
girls should be domestic, andsthools 
only u»ed whtn girls aie equally m 
want of parents and relatives to supply 
their plaie. 

1 have now concluded my observa- 
tions on the erroisof education in the 
middle classes, and I shall peihaps 
at some future time, extend my re- 
marks, on the errors of education 
among people of a higher rank. 

R. R. 



For the Belfast Jtfonihly Magazine. 

THg SERVANT. 
Continued from p, 8i, No. XXVI. 
"The lowlv tienn in life's sequestered 
stene." Bua>.&. 

IF the "Cotter's Saturday Night," 
of the poet Burns, contains a 
itescnption of what Scotch cottagers 
leally are, they differ widely tiom 
many of the Irish in cleanliness and 
ceconomy, as well as in honesty and 
devotion. But "the clean hearth 
shine," the thrifty and economical 
wife- of the poet's cotter, aie to bp 
undei stood with much allowance and 
limitation^ if Miss Hamilton's cha- 
racter ot Mrs. Mac Clarty, in the 
" Cottagers of Glenburme," be ge- 
nerally applicable to the lower class 
of Scottish peasantry. 

Jack's bride, whose name was Jenny, 
and. some at count of whom has been 
pioposed, was descended from patents 
of negligent habits, in lespeel ot clean- 
liness, defective in industry and do- 
mestic economy, inattentive ob-er.vers 
of instituted worship, and not exem- 
plary in strict honesty, especially in 
matters of little value. They inherit- 
ed from their fathers a small faun, 
which, by industry and caie, would 
have pioduted a competency of the 
necessaries of life> and enabled them 
to suppoit a family in decency, and 
comroi table independence. But care- 
lessness and mismanagement con- 
strained them to sell one field after 
another, of their paternal estate, to 
their moie- industrious neighbours, 
until they were at length reduced to 
the situation of cotters. While they 
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held tbe farm, it was not cultivated 
with, diligence or skill : they neglect- 
ed that draining, and furnishing with 
manure, which ic much wanted. In 
tilling, they only scratched the surface 
of the ground, never opening it to a 
proper depth, either with the spade 
or the plowshare. Adulterated and 
bad seed, cast into poor soil, at an 
unseasonable time, produced a scanty 
crop; which, from the spring to the 
harvest, lay exposed to constant dam- 
age for want of ditches. 1» addition 
to the injury sustained by neglecting 
to rear hedge-rows, they weie sub- 
jected to perplexity and much loss 
of time in constantly refitting old 
and ruinous fences. They inconsider- 
ately left many things in and about 
both the house and the field to fall 
into ruin for want of a little repair. 
On one market day after another, 
their house and place were left, to a 
late hour, to the superintendance of 
the young and the thoughtless ; while 
themselves were spending precious 
time, and wasting the profits of the 
day, in ceaseless babblings over the 
intoxicating glass, and in contracting 
the vicious habits of the drunkard. 
The useless expenditure of a shilling 
was reckoned a matter of little mo- 
ment ; and the loss of a day of less. 
The consequence was, their goods 
and chattels decreased, and they 
gradually dwindled from the comfoits 
ot the farm-house to the waste penury 
of the sordid shed. The evils pro- 
cured by their negligence and vice, 
were ignorantiy attributed to a blind 
fatality, which was conceived to be 
inevitable. " '1 his or that disaster," 
said they, " was to take place, and 
we could not get over it." Slovenly 
and careless themselves, their children 
naturally and readily contracted and 
indulged similar dispositions. To be 
clean in dress and tood, to execute 
what lutle work was allotted them, 
with accuracy, diligence, or neatness, 
they bad never been taught. They 
were allowed to scamper about in 
idleness and folly during the whole 
precious period ofearly life, receiving 
lutle school education, and less pu- 
vate parental instiuciion. Such a 
statement is calculated to give no very 
favourable* impiession of Jenny's ac- 
complishments tor being a servant, 



especially, when it is known, that by 
a false pride of the parents, and mis. 
taken indulgence of their daughter, 
she was not sent to service for some 
years atter she might have been making 
piovision tor heiself. Evil habits were 
then acquued, which no subsequent 
training cpuld wholly wear away. 
She could or would not be convinced 
that care and attention, even in little 
matters waich daily occurred, would 
be productive of consideiable yeaily 
profit. Inexpeuenced and awltwaid, 
she was slow in foi wauling, and clumsy 
in executing the greatei pait of her 
business. 1 he farmer's house, where 
she was engaged, in all its apartment , 
bore vifble marks of her unconcern 
and inaccuracy. Dilatory and im- 
perfect peiformance of tins and that 
piece of service, wasting fuel and food 
were reckoned matters of tufiingiro- 
ponance. fhekitchen wassweptevery 
day, but sw^pt only in part. What- 
ever pieces of furniture were here 
allowed to be stationar) , experienced 
no intrusion from the cuculating 
comse of the besom, or the scrupulous 
exactness ot cleaning under or about 
them. The fruits of the spider's in- 
dustry leinamed unmolested. The 
canopies of beds, the top of other 
furmtuie, not much exposed to view, 
and seldom examined, were permitted 
to collect dust from month to month. 
In cleaning tbe rooms, which was 
not a daily task, she never thought 
of sweeping under the beds, 01 of 
exposing bedding to ilie wind, for 
the purpose ot preventing mouldiness, 
and lemoving noxious air By inat- 
tentive scouring and seasoning of 
vessels, their contents were souied. 
Good piovision was sometimes lost, 
and frequently injured, in having its 
salutary and nutiitive qualities partly 
destroyed, by unskilful and careless 
cookeiy. '1 he meat was boiled and 
roa-.leifc to rags, the flummery at one 
tune, anil the biotli at another, were 
singed by sudden and violent heat. 
Even the potatoes, the daily Irish 
dish, and one not difficult to cook, 
were incorporated with the water in 
boiling too long, or in being stewed 
upon a slow hie, Negligence left ihe 
touting rake to bum to aciudei, and 
the pre., ious pottage to boil over and 
be lost. Much oi the refuse of the 
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kitchen was carelessly dropt into the 
sewer for conducting the foul water 
ftom the scullery. What remnants 
were preserved for the u-.e of domestic 
animals, were partly lost in being 
thrown among tint, or cast under the 
teet of the poultry and the swine, 
'1 he wooden vessels weie left to be 
spoiled nuclei a burning sun, or kept 
wet, and theieby injured. A little 
attention to cleanliness and care would 
have prevented the oifensive smell 
of the pantry and the daily; but 
that attention was wanting After 
taking into the account Jenny's de- 
ficient skill, and moie defective in- 
clination and endeavour to improve, 
her heedless and rash manner, as 
well as pievalent unconcern, it will 
be unnecessaiy to paiticularize the 
various misfortunes winch betel the 
many things that passed through her 
hands. She did not seem tocoiisider 
the brittleness of earthern ware, or 
that crockeiy and delt weie not so 
hardy a9 pot-inetal and stones. Ciazy 
luruituie, ere it had time to wax 
old, and maimed utensils bore evi- 
dent maiks of incautious usage, 
as did pot-sheids and broken ves- 
sels of rough and unhandy tieat- 
inent. Of ail her detects, how- 
ever, she boie not the whole blame. 
Muchof the advantage had by seivant',, 
6i of the detriment sustained by them, 
is owing to the manner m which they 
are managed. A bad master and 
mistress never had a good servant; 
a good master or mistiess seldom 
happens on a bad one. The family, 
with whom Jenny lived, were none 
of the most attentive either to their 
own viicerns or her instruction. 
'J, bey eilhei had not read, or had 
not put in piactice Miss Hamilton's 
excellent rules for housekeeping: 
"Jo do eveiy thing in its proper 
time, and to put every thing in Us 
proper place." What Jenny should 
have done m the morning, was 
often deteued till evening. Not at- 
tending to it, or not knowing what 
piece of work should naturally pre- 
cede or follow auother, she was often 
idle this hour, hurned and confused 
tiie next. By not havit g her time 
and sei vices appoitioned. as much as 
possible, to a morning, mid-day, and 
eyemng task, much of hci business 



was crowded into- a late and unseason- 
able period of the day or the week. 
There would have been little difficulty 
in appointing one poition of service 
to be statedly performed before break- 
fast, another pievious to the hour of 
dinner, and a thud in the afternoon. 
For example, the mistress might easily 
have presci ibed the cleaning of her 
house, the lemoval of evei) thing 
otltnsive, the admitting of fresh air 
especially where peisons had slept, 
as the mvanable first employment of 
ever) morning. Other business would 
have followed of course. Such regu- 
lations, the industrious and cleanly 
matron follows, to the credit and profit 
of hei self and family: but such in- 
dolent and gossiping dames neglect 
and despise to their injury and dis- 
gi ace. 

About this house wheie Jenny 
sened, no particular plaee was al- 
lotted for ai tides often used. More 
time was frequently spent in looking for 
the hammer and the hatchet, than 
had to be occupied in using them 
when found. It was no uncommon 
thing for the very wealing apparel, 
a hat, a shoe, or a stocking to be 
missing m a morning Vexatious dis- 
appointment and delay to day, did 
not excite to more accuracy and punc- 
tuality to morrow; so poweiful is the 
influence of careless habits. As it was 
with the master and his man, so with 
the maid and her mistiess. On this 
occasion the pot-hooks or the ladle 
had gone astiay, on that the tongs 
disappeared ; at one time a pot-lid 
could not be found, and at another 
diligent search tor the beetle was 
in vain. Seldom was a meal taken, 
but a noggin, spoon, or poinngei, 
a knife, oi a toik of the known 
numbei was wanting. These were not 
boi rowed and concealed by the in- 
tei position of fames, as the ignorant 
and superstitious have supposed : but 
had fallen aside as the natural lesult 
of negligence and inattention. In 
looking foi this and that article, twenty 
otheis weie ollen misplaced, and 
thrown into contusion. Ihe kitchen 
and sculleiy became a mingled scene 
of disorder ; and shall we add, great 
was sometimes ttie huddle of the 
bed chamber and dressing-closet. 
Much time was thus spent, and the 
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furniture impaired, in being tossed 
to and fro. What slipped out of the 
way for any length of time, by con- 
tracting iu»t, or in being injuied by 
damp, was rendered useless when 
found. 

For these and the like evils, the 
master and mistress eluded, but pro- 
vided no effectual remedy. The 
servants readily acquitted themselves, 
or one rolled the blame upon .mother. 
Altercation kindled passion, and passion 
produced domestic broils. Such aie 
the consequences resulting from un- 
skilfuiness in planning, and want of 
ordei in execution-. 

liesides the deficiency of Jenny's 
parental education, she leceived little 
good instruction from her mistress, 
either by precept or example. la 
the routine of her services, her at- 
tention was not turned, as it should 
have been, to cleanliness and accuracy ; 
nor were these excellent household 
accomplishments put fully in her power. 
The lamily in which she lived were 
sadly detective in several little mat- 
ters, a proper attention to which, 
would have contributed much to their 
comfort and health ; as also to their 
interest and lespectability- A very 
little trouble in sewering underneath 
the clay of the room floors, would 
have effectually cured the damp, and 
prevented its baleful effects. Tl life 
curtains and bedding would not have 
rotted, nor would the tables and chairs 
have eventually become useless, in 
having their glueing destroyed, and 
their joint* opened. The furniture 
would have been less liable to moodi- 
ness; and little concretions of this 
soit could have been easily rubbed 
away. It is astonishing how lemiss 
the people over the country are as 
to the damp of their houses. They 
put themselves to expense in pur- 
chasing articles to be destroyed. 
They expose themselves to many 
disorders from damp apartments, and 
bad air. They usque their lives 
through carelessness, or to save a 
trifling sum. Weie it not for the 
happy assimilating principles of hu-> 
man nature, the victims to damp 
lodgings would be many more than 
they aie. For want of room, or rather 
tiom a mistaken taste, many con- 
struct their bed chambers upon too 



small a scale. In these, the noxious 
breath, that has passed through the 
lungs is confined; and they aie not 
accessible to fresh air. Were windows 
made to open, apartments could be 
ventilated at pleasure; but many are 
not thus constiucted. Of those that 
are, the setting up of a sash would 
not be a difficult matter, yet even 
to this trouble '('he negligent are either 
unwilling to submit, or ihey deem 
it uunecessar). In the enjoyment of 
health they laugh at the means of 
its preservation, as if they-were puerile 
and insignificant formalities. Happy 
is it for the dwellers hi many a cabin, 
that the kitchen door, from custom, 
or of necessity, must be kept open, 
that bioken windows are left to remain 
uoreiitted, and that the numerous 
crevices of the walls give easj access 
to the refreshing breeze. In this way, 
however dangerous and indecent, 
that precious health has been often 
inadvertently maintained, which the 
inhabitants of filthy abodes are at 
little pains topieserve. Wei e places, 
where many sleep, occasionally fumi- 
gated by burning therein a little brim- 
stone in some vessel, it would fius- 
tiate the giowth of distempers, and 
be a means of preventing the de- 
ceitful and fatal influence of those 
tedious fevers which aie so common 
in confined and crowded apartments, 
both in town and country. Let none 
imagine, that any divine puipose an- 
nuls the law, or supeisedes the duty 
of sell preset vation. They giossiy 
mistake, who think that diseases have 
an absolute commission disconnected 
from the means of injuring, or of 
pieseivmg health and hie ; as they 
also do who vainly imagine that the 
states! la* of natural causes pioduc- 
ing natural eflects, will be violated 
in their behalf by any miraculous 
intei position. The trifling expendituie 
of a few pence in fresh lime an- 
nually, would whitewash a who e 
dwelling-house, inside, give it a neat 
appearance, counteract still and con- 
tagious air, and piomote cleanliness 
and health. For the neglect ot these 
and other cheap preservatives of health 
and comfort, tew indeed can plejd 
want of ability. 'Ihe majority aie 
able to purchase such necessaries, if 
they were willing. Ihe money that 
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many \iciously spend in clubs and 
parties, m gaming and drinking, in 
empty parade, on anniversaries in pro- 
moting party spirit, would do much 
more than defray the small expense 
here warmly recommended. How 
hght a matter to any would be the 
spending of a few shillings compared 
to the loss sustained by the spread 
and protraction ot contagious dis- 
orders in large families. Let all re- 
member that the preserving of our 
own life, and the life of our 
neighbour is an important part of 
the duty required in the sixth pre 
cept ot the divine law. 

Jenny's master and mistress, pos- 
sessing a false taste, were more in- 
clined to decorate their own persons, 
and especially those ot their children, 
than to improve their land, put the 
bouse in neat order, and teach their 
offspring the necessary economy of 
lite. They had four daughters who 
read badly, and knew nothing of 
writing and, accounts. To spin and 
knit a little was the scanty extent of 
their education, 'lhey were not 
taught to wash, to milk, to make 
butter and cheese, to nurse, to make 
and mend children's clothes, and 
their own. The cookery and other 
parts of housekeeping were conducted 
by the mother and her maid ; while 
the daughters were allowed, id se- 
dentary mood, to occupy a corner 
at the wheel, and remain in ignorance 
of the chief accomplishments of which 
they would stand m most need 
through the remainder ot life. Spai ing 
wa-. the conversation of the temale 
part of this family on the principal 
parts ot domestic business, and as 
sparing were their manual exeitions; 
but abundant, was the chat on the 
fashionable gown, and modish head- 
dress ; and to obtain these a grand 
object of puisuit. 'lhe daughters as- 
pired to appear fine at chuich on 
Sundays, and at other places of public 
lesort,' arrayed not with the tiuits of 
their own skill and handy work, out 
with the expensive vanities of the 
milliner's shop. In this ambition lhey 
were countenanced and joined by the 
parents. The tawdry decorations of 
the body eugro»sed attention ; the su- 
perior ornaments of the mind were 
neglected. Adorned with this and 



that gaudy appendage, awkward in 
gait and manners, forth they capeied, 
from day to day, from a cabin, 
ruinous-looking outside, dirty, con- 
fused, and lli-furmshed within. How 
unuecoming is costly attire to those 
who know not how to put it on, or 
w ear it ; to those whose i ustic be- 
haviour spoils all its lustre, to such 
as have nothing like it at home, in 
or about all the place of their resi- 
dence:. These girls, affecting to be 
gay ami gaudy belles in single life, 
became sluts in the capacity of wives. 
'1 hey might have been clad in r.eat 
dress, principally of their own making 
up, suitable to' their station, and 
suitable to what they were reasonably 
entitled to expect in; a married state ; 
while the savings from supeifluous 
emj}elfcishm«nt would haive paid for 
some necessary education, and made 
their place of abode commodious 
and comfortable. Umbrellas and pa- 
rasols made but an unsightly ap- 
pearance on an unplastered wall, and 
under a sooty roof. The superfine 
pelice, and the costly mantle were 
unsuitably associated with dust and 
cob-webs m the worm-eaten press, 
and filthy ward robe. Though her 
father kept but one horse, and, in 
seasons of pressing business, a second ; 
yet the eldest daughter was furnished 
with an elegant side saddle, whip and 
bridle ; accompanied with a fit riding 
dress. Suitably enough to her station, 
she man led a neighbouiing farmer's 
son, who, having but seven acres of 
land, could keep no horse: She could 
wear the tiding dress, though obliged 
to jog on loot, or have it converted 
into a coat for her husband, or cradle- 
clothes for the baby ; but the equi- 
page was left to decay in a solitary 
nook as useless lumber. Had the 
females of this family, from early 
hie, been habituated to cleanliness and 
industry, and to plain and simple 
dress, and taught exactness in the 
different departments of house-witery, 
as lhey came forward in the world, 
they would have more successfully 
recommended themselves to the notice 
ot the sensible and discerning, than 
they could by all their flounces and 
show ; and they would have proved 
useiul and agreeable partners through' 
out the journey of matrimonial life; 
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and suppose, as members of a nu- 
merous lamily, their fortune had been 
limited, skill and diligence in the 
management of domestic concerns 
would have more than compensated 
for deficiency or dowry. But tbey 
were deluded by the brilliancy of 
fasMon, and stimulated to extremes 
in dressing by their own mistaken 
pride, and the envious exertions of 
their vieing neighbour*. Jenny too 
was fascinated by what she daily 
heard and saw. It required moie 
sell-dental than she possessed, to see 
new and fashionable pieces of fcnery, 
and not be anxious to have something 
like tbem. Her stinted wages came 
far short of gratifying her ambitious 
desires. When her utmost wishes 
still remained unsatisfied, she some- 
times, under the nriluetice of temp- 
tation, endeavoured! to 9ecrete and 
dispose of some little articles that 
were none of her. own. She possessed 
a strong induration, to captivate the 
heart ot some swain, and' change a 
situation of reputed bondage in the 
house of strangers for the freedom 
she hoped to possess in being mistress 
of a cot of teer own. This inclination 
was natural and innocent, but the 
means she took to gratify, it, we;e 
not the mo9t commendable. Her 
utility as a servant was permitted 
to decrease in proportion to her at- 
tachment to lore intrigue. Her suitors 
might have bad full liberty to pay 
their viMts in open day ; but she 
preferred the nightly, interview, and 
stolen embrace. A window, in the 
chamber where she slept, admitted 
the amorous wooer, at an unseason- 
able hour. Jack whose story has 
been partly told, was one of her. fond 
admirers. The frequency of his visits, 
the importunity of his- addresses, his 
fair promises, nattering endearments, 
and warm caresses terminated in the 
affair of gallantry alieady. mentioned. 
To make reparation of damages, and 
cover their shame, they hasted to the 
altar of Hymen- Though rich in 
love, the day of their nuptials found 
this couple poor in wordly substance, 
and poor they remained tor life. 
Having little wherewith to begin the 
world, it was difficult to make much 
advance at fortune, in the use of 



their circumscribed means, though 
they had been industrious. Jack, in 
his estate of servitude, might have 
saved part ©f his earnings, had he 
been so disposed: Jenny's hiie was 
barely adequate to the supply of re- 
current exigencies, even though she 
had been influenced by bo vamty 
or dress. The unequal wages of male 
and female servants is an existing evil. 
A fanner's man, who works but a 
part of the AAy, has from eight to 
ten guinea* per annum ; while the 
maid who must ply her daily, and 
not less useful task, from the tune 
of her rising in the morning, u'\ 
she retires to nest, only obtains the 
sorry pittance of thirty shillings, as 
the average reward ot her halt year's 
labour., 'Ibis evil may be partly at- 
tributed* tp tne force of custom, but 
is principally owing to the establish- 
ment of a local inihtia, and the syste- 
matical continuance of a wasteful war« 
la opposition to whatever impropriety 
custom may have hitherto sanctioned, 
the law of equity demands a melio- 
ration of the circumstances of female 
servants. To counteract, as far as 
possible, the evil influence of war- 
tare, and make better piovision for 
subordinate females, they might be 
more employed in manufactures and 
agriculture, than they now are. Spin, 
ning may be beneficial to tne com- 
munity, but it is a poor and unpro- 
ductive art to the spinster. If women 
are the weaker vessels, there are various 
employments in husbandry and me- 
chanics, in which they are not en- 
gaged, that would suit their supposed 
iuteiior strength. But many female 
occupations within doors, aie as dif- 
ficult as those which have been de- 
nominated the hardy labours of the 
field. r l o perform the work belonging 
to the laundry, the dairy, and the 
kitchen ; to use the smoothing-iron 
and the chum -staff is not less laborious 
than to handle the spade, the shovel, 
the sickle; op the flail. While all 
females should be proficient; in the 
management of the interior concern; 
of the households in addition to suotj 
proficiency, one portion of them 
might be allowed to spin, a second 
taught some mechanical art, and & 
thud engaged to assist the farmer in 
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the important, but much neglected 
business of agriculture. 

Jack and Jenny, now in the state 
of wedlock, were still the more dis- 
posed to consult their own joint in- 
terest, rather titan the advantage of 
those families where they seived. 
It therefoie became necessary to al- 
low them to look out for a new ha- 
bitation. They rented a hut, a garden, 
and other little accommodations, 10 
the neighboorhood wheie they had 
mostly resided, Some tufting pre- 
sents from a master and mistress, a 
crazy bairel, that Jack had won at 
a raffling, a shake down, two black 
oak stools, a little pot, and an old 
wheel formed the lean furmtuie of 
their cabin. A christening prematurely 
followed their commencement of house- 
keeping. In what was early begun, 
tbey succeeded even beyond their 
wish. A few yeais replenished their 
dwelling with a numerous and help- 
less offspring. In providing for these, 
and tiainmg them up, they were not 
very attentive or industrious, nor 
did they discover any great degree of 
solicitude, or exeicise much econo- 
my. To sit late at night burning 
their farthing candle, and waste a 
large share of the morning's sun in 
bed, was the'r constant manner. They 
seldom sat without a fire, for although 
they made no turf of their own, they 
never wanted so long as'any remained 
in the bog. Io this kind Of petty 
pilfering their progeny were early 
trained ; and thus prepared for dis- 
honesty in greater matters. Deeming 
their poverty a sufficient apology for 
their eonduct, they bojdly persisted in 
a practice, and encouraged their chtl- 
tiren in it, which generally passed- 
with impunity. They knew well that 
the expense of a prosecution, to an 
individual in maintaining his rights, 
would be greater tl).in the loss at 
any one time sustained by the theft. 
JJotwithstandmg this species of thie- 
very, they were often heard to com- 
pliment tnemselves on the score of 
their honesty, and especially in things 
valuable; not considering that the 
farmer possesses few articles which 
cost him more than his fuel, or that 
be that is unjust in a little, would 
be unjust also in much They were 
bad economists of what little substance 



a fortunate combination of circum- 
stances sometimes put into their hands. 
Whatever they had learned of the 
art of gaining a penny, they knew 
nothing of retaining it, or of prudent- 
ly disposing of it to the best advan- 
tage. They lavishly spent the profits 
of to-day, never considenng the 
probable penury of to-morrow. Jn 
seasons of plenty, they were so proud 
and independent,, that neither flattery 
nor reward could.engage their sei vices. 
Repeated tiials and straits, m times 
of scaicity, did not teach them wisdom 
when abundance returned. The poor 
man's folly, in the day of his paitmj 
and momentary prospenty, prevents 
friendship to him in the day of hi s 
affliction. Their ragged childien, in- 
stead of being taught to work, were 
bred up in idleness and mischief. 
Instead of being hired so soon as 
able to make any provision for them- 
selves, they „wete kept at home in 
poverty and Jaziness These evils I 
have lepeated and dwelt on, because. 
they constitute a chief source of what- 
ever immoialities prevail amongst the 
lower classes of society; and also of 
whatever injuries mankind sustain by 
such immoralities- It is the indis- 
pensable duty of those who have in- 
fluence to' exeicise it in constiainingtp 
industry all who are able, and so soon 
as able. 

Jenny, in purchasing what meal, 
potatoes and flax were needed for 
hewelf and family, earned on a secret 
and contraband traffic with the neigh- 
bouring fanners' wives. Many of these 
to gratify their gluttony, to gossip and 
not wtth thei-r guzzling and tippling 
associates, robbed their, husbands in 
clandestinely selling the pioduce of 
their, farm* at no undervalue. What- 
ever overplus- Jenny, and such as she, 
needed not, or could not bOy, they 
couid'assibUto barter with a neighbour- 
ing huckster, or exchange for whiskey 
at the most contiguous dram .shop. 
Though Jenny thus procured some 
articles at a cheap rate, yet taking 
into the account the loss of time, her 
absence from the- httle ones, the bad 
habits heiself contracted, and support- 
ed in others, she would have had 
more profit in purchasing her neces- 
saries at a fair maiket. Had she re* 
mamed at home, been frugal and in. 
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dustnous, and kept her children dili- 
gently employed, she needed have 
taken no dishonest shift either for 
their maintenance or her own. But it 
is not stiange, that poverty should pre- 
vail, and that there should be tempta- 
tion to illicit practices, wheie a mother 
was busily engaged in tattling fiom 
house to house, while her heedless 
children were indulged in idleness and 
indolence, permitted to waste any small 
stoie they happened to have, and left 
to rend their rags to rums for want of 
a little timely repairs. 

Within, and all around the shed of 
this family, nlthmess reigned without 
controul. Unwashed from the contract- 
ed dirt of the day, the children re- 
tired to lest: from a nasty litter they 
aiose to sit down in ashes, Then un- 
combed and matted heads, their sordid 
rags, foul faces, and duty skin, their 
filthy appearance, and more abomin- 
able habits, presented an expressive 
picture ot the sluttishness of the mo. 
ther, who, in all her dress and man- 
ners, exhibited demonstrative evidence 
ot having wholly lelmquished the 
gaudy ornaments with winch she had 
one aay made a happy conquest of 
Jack. She, that wa» once his dailing 
nymph, clad in white muslin, could 
now leave him to wear an unwashed 
shirt tor a quaiter of a year; and 
slatternly content heiself as long in a 
greasy garb.chequeied with soot drops, 
and beoineaied with eveiy vai legated 
description of filth. Her partner was 
not much moie exact. He sometimes 
inculcated cleanliness, but set no ex- 
ample of it in his own conduct Sel- 
dom did the purifying nvulet that 
trickled by the foot of his garden, 
bathe his hands and face; and still 
more seldom his legs or his feet. A 
beard unshorn for weeks, and clotted 
with dirt, gave him a gi im aspect. The 
savour of his sweaty feet, and of the 
oily wisp in his brogues was none of 
the most fragrant: but contented and 
unmolested was Jack. 1 he nasal or- 
gan happily loses its powers in those 
who live in stench. His chief place 
of gathering manui« without the hut 
was at the very door step. Here a 
hollow was consti ucted by design wheie 
sojl for the garden might rot and he 
conveniently collected- throughout the 
y%ar. Heie, loaputnd ies.ey.voir ie»t- 
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ed an unsavoury medley of ashes and 
stagnant waters, ot the diegsaud le- 
fuse ot the sordid nut. From tin* 
putiescent compost it is reasonable to 
suppose the cabin would be daily im- 
preguated with exhalations of no 
veiy salubrious tendemj Through 
this sn.k a swine, wh>ch they some- 
time!, kept, plowed and wallowed, and 
fiom this sink to its trough, seated 
inside of the family shed, it waddled 
a hundred times a day, daubing the 
fetid mud of its miry cai case on every 
thing with which it came m contact. 

Let none denominate this a hyper- 
bolical description, or allege, that such 
uncleanness is the unavoidable con- 
comitant of the cottager's necessitous; 
situation. Numbers having tostruggle 
with all the difficulties usual to this 
lank of householdeis, aie nevertheless 
neat and clean Their coarse and 
homely clothing even when reduced 
to slneds and patches, still retains 
evident features of the cleanly taste 
of the careful wearers. The whole 
intenor of the lowly cabin manifests 
the diligence and order of Us active 
inhabitants. 1 he cheap, the plain and 
scanty furniture is kept unsullied, the 
humble tepast is handsomely seived up, 
all the domestic atfaiis refative to the 
cot, the gaulen, or the little stock, 
aie conducted with p.ecision and e- 
conomy The childien want not need- 
ful education, then early utility to 
their patents, and themselves at home, 
or at seivice, discoveis the exemplary 
management and unwearied attentions 
ot a vacuous housewife and her m« 
dustuuu-. mate. 

The hlthmess of Jack's abode sowed 
the seeds of disease, cherished and 
produced its abundant fruits. To cu- 
taneous disteinpeis and feveis his 
family were subject By such, and a 
siugu.ar deaith ot provisions for two 
succeeding summeis, they were brought 
to the bunk ot fam.ne. In this dieaiy 
state, notwithstanding all their foibles 
and delects, thty became ht objects 
of the sympathies and munificence of 
the humane and dilutable. It is a 
mistaken chanty that goes to encouiage 
the sturdy beggar who -.trolls about 
indulging his laziness, while he piac- 
tises his premeditated impositions oft 
the industrious, and that is withheld 
from the paor househoUAisi who wojuUi 
It 
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fondly cleave to the walls of his 
Cheerless sheet, and follow some busi- 
ness for his own and his dependents' 
support, rather than beg tiom door 
to dooi. Such as are thus disposed 
should experemce in the hour of need 
the cheering help ot those whom a 
bountiful creator has prospeied. O 
ye sons and daughters ot plenty, ye 
sumptuous great, who roll in afflu- 
ence, lend an ear to the ciy of distress! 
Pity the iorloiu case ot the pool cot- 
tager struggling to bring foiwuid an 
helpless family mid all the straits and 
hardships attendant upon his humble 
lot! Of your tables loaded with luxu- 
ries nnpait the erums to the meagie 
mother and her hungry brood! 

"Ah 1 little think the gay licentious ptond, 
Whom pleasure, power, and affluence 

suitound — - 
How many pine in want- 



-how many di ink the cup 
Ot baleful guel, 01 eat the bitter bread 
Of misery ! soie pierced by wmtiy wind 
How many shimkinto the sordid hut 
Of cheeiless Pineity '" 

Seasons of plenty returning, Jenny 
and her paitncr, as they -had little to 
lose, and leceived little upon credit, 
lecovered their former condition so 
?oon as a full meal delivered tbem 
from the devouitng grasp ot hungei. 
The sequel oi then story sofai as u-s- 
pects domestic life, was similar to 
what has been already detailed. They 
often changed their place of abode. 
1o this they weie sometimes impell- 
ed in consequence ol the faithless pei - 
foimance of services, with which they 
weie enti usted; as well as by becom- 
ing troublesome tenants. lo this 
changing they always submitted with 
a fond hope of bettering then cir- 
cumstances. Happy is it loi man, that, 
when real enjoyments cannot be had, 
imagmaiy prospects suppoit bis spirits. 
'1 hen <5luldien, after tedious loitering 
about home, came at length to be dis- 
persed. One daughter, earlier put to 
service than hei sisters, and happening 
into an industi lous and vntuous family, 
became a good seivant. Another 
full of ausaud toll), and waxing wan- 
ton, prefened the infamous and ruin- 
ous mtiigue of a girt of the town, 
to happy letuement and luial inno- 
cence. Two sons in a pet ran to the 
army ; and a thud la lestless discon- 



tent, travelled in quest of employment 
to another kingdom. Old age and 
infirmities eiept upon the parents. 
To solace the afflicted couple, in their 
decline of days, and when stooping 
into the grave, rarely did tbeir wietcti- 
ed hut experience a friendly visit. 
I hey had not been sufficiently solici- 
tous througn life to secure fi lends in 
the day ot their greatest need. And 
if they had, howfoigetful and ungiate- 
ful a oeing is man I Few, few indeed 
aie disposed lo visit the house of 
mourning, especially when it is the 
abode of Poveity '. In indigent cir- 
cumstances and under an accumulation 
of calamities, this pair made their soli- 
tary exit from a woild of Uoubles. 
Bally nulaneh. S. E o 
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LUCY AND EMMA, A TALE. 
Continued Jiom No. XXVI. p. 186. 

DOC TOR A , was an elderly- 
man ot austere manners, but a 
smceie and tender heait < he had no 
feeling for the whims of any body, 
but felt true sympathy for "teal af- 
flictions, and was known to encounter 
difficulties to relieve them, though he 
seldom spoke or moved meiely to 
humour any one. He paid morning 
visits, but not with the view ot killing 
time , he visited the dejected to cheer 
them ; the sitk or poor to relievetbeni, 
and sneb as Mrs> '1 homson to endea- 
vour toconect them ; he was fearless 
of ollendmg hei, nor did he often af- 
fi out those he leproved for it is well 
ktiown that he did not intend it. Mrs- 
'1 homson dreaded him more than she 
disliked him, and she would have borne 
his lepioofs moie willingly it he 
had communicated them when she 
was alone rather than in company ; 

but Dr. A- was regaidless when, 

oi before whom he spoke ; lie was 
not as polite as people ought to be, 
but such characters aie useful to show 
things in their title light. 

At this time there was an amiable 
lady visiting Mis. 'lhonison, who from 
the first sight of Lucy admned her 
and wished to have such a servant, but 
never mentioned her wish till she 
heaid that Lucy was going to leave 
Mrs. Tiiomson. Mrs. Lesley was a 
woman ot tare talents which she ap- 
plied to literature or the elegarat arts; she 



